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Fujita Health University 
 &  
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✦ 
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✦ 



Meeting venue: Nagoya Convention Hall, Main Hall A, on the third floor of the Global Gate 

Building. All presentations will be held in Hall A, where food and drinks will also be served. 

Luggage may be left in this room at participants’ own risk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Access by train: The Global Gate building (which includes the Nagoya Convention Hall) is 

connected by walking bridge with Sasashima-raibu station (on the Aonami line) 

 

 

 

Dinner Venue: CANALIA trattoria & café  (just a few hundred meters from the meeting 

venue; the restaurant is new and does not yet appear on this aerial photograph) 
  

Maps 



 

 

TIME PROGRAM 

 

  

 

TIME PROGRAM 

9:00–9:25 Welcome and Registration 

 

9:25 MC Welcome, Housekeeping, and Introduction of Dr. Kozo Kaibuchi 

9:30–9:40 Opening Remarks 

Dr. Kozo Kaibuchi 

Director of the International Center for Brain Science, Fujita Health University 

SESSION 1  |  9:40–10:45 

Parkinson’s Disease and Energy Metabolism: Lessons from the Clinic and Therapeutic 

Avenues 

Chair: Dr. Taku Nagai 

9:40–10:20 1.1  Dr. Hirohisa Watanabe 

Department of Neurology, School of Medicine, Fujita Health University 

A Phase Ib Trial of Combined Febuxostat and Inosine Therapy in Patients with 

Parkinson’s Disease (iFRESH-PD): Translating Bioenergetic Insights into Therapy 

10:20–10:45 1.2  Dr. Yasuaki Mizutani 

Department of Neurology, School of Medicine, Fujita Health University 

Adaptive and Reorganized Bioenergetics in Parkinson’s Disease: Toward 

Mechanism-Based Therapeutics 

10:45–10:55 Coffee Break 

SESSION 2  |  10:55–12:15 

Animal Models in Parkinson’s Disease for New Therapeutic Approaches 

Chair: Dr. Hisatsugu Koshimizu 

10:55–11:25 2.1  Dr. Mitsutoshi Setou 

Institute of Photonics Medicine, Hamamatsu University School of Medicine 

Parkinson Disease and UBL3ylation (Protein Modification with Ubiquitin-Like 

Protein 3) 

11:25–11:50 2.2  Dr. Hiromi Sano 

Division of Molecular and Systems Neuropathophysiology, Fujita Health University 

Striatal PKA-Rap1 Signaling Restores Motor Deficits in Parkinson’s Disease 

Models 

11:50–12:15 2.3  Dr. Akihiro Mouri 

Department of Regulatory Science, Fujita Health University 

Targeting Tryptophan Metabolism for the Diagnosis and Treatment of 

Neurodegenerative Diseases 

 

Program 

Sunday, September 13, 2026  ·  Nagoya Convention Hall, Main Hall A  ·  Morning 



Program (continued) 

Sunday, September 13, 2026  ·  Nagoya Convention Hall, Main Hall A  ·  Midday & Early Afternoon 

TIME PROGRAM 

12:15–13:00 Lunch, Music Program, Free Time & Group Photo 

Please collect your lunch box while the musicians prepare their instruments. Once the 

performance begins, we invite you to enjoy your lunch quietly while listening to the 

traditional and soothing sounds of Japan. 

~12:15–12:30 Traditional Japanese Music: Wa-On Koto & Shakuhachi Duo 

Koto player Rie Asai is joined by shakuhachi player Tozan Hirano. 

~12:30–12:50 Free time 

12:50 Group Photo 

SESSION 3  |  13:00–13:45 

The Future of Parkinson’s Disease Clinical Trials 

Chair: Dr. Hirohisa Watanabe 
Department of Neurology, School of Medicine, Fujita Health University 

13:00–13:45 3.1  Dr. Michael Schwarzschild 

Department of Neurology, Massachusetts General Hospital and Harvard Medical School 

The future of PD clinical trials: Learning from genetic and environmental clues, 

and trials like SURE-PD 

SESSION 4  |  13:45–15:00 

Parkinson’s Disease and Pigmentation: Lessons on Vulnerability 

Chairs: Dr. Xiqun Chen and Dr. Shosuke Ito 

13:45–14:30 4.1  Dr. Xiqun Chen 

Department of Neurology, Massachusetts General Hospital and Harvard Medical School 

Melanoma-Linked MC1R Signaling in Parkinson’s Disease: Biology, Risk, and 

Progression 

14:30–15:00 4.2  Dr. Shosuke Ito 

Institute for Melanin Chemistry, Fujita Health University 

Chemical Characterization of Neuromelanin in Comparison with Peripheral 

Melanin 

15:00–15:10 Coffee Break 

  



Program (continued) 

Sunday, September 13, 2026  ·  Nagoya Convention Hall, Main Hall A  ·  Afternoon, Closing & Evening 

TIME PROGRAM 

SESSION 5  |  15:10–16:30 

New Biomarkers for Predicting Parkinson’s Disease Risk and Progression 

Chair: Dr. Kazuya Kawabata 
Division of Brain Thera Informatics, Fujita Health University 

15:10–15:35 5.1  Mr. Jackson G. Schumacher 

Department of Neurology, Massachusetts General Hospital and Harvard Medical School 

α-Synuclein Seed Amplification Assays in Parkinson’s Disease: Background, 

Diagnostic and Prognostic Capabilities, and Cross-Strain/Species Considerations 

15:35–16:00 5.2  Dr. Keita Hiraga 

Department of Neurology, Nagoya University Graduate School of Medicine 

Blood Biomarkers for Prodromal Parkinson’s Disease 

16:00–16:30 5.3  Dr. Sou Nobukawa 

Department of Computer Science, Chiba Institute of Technology 

Brain States Defined by the Spatial Distribution of Instantaneous EEG Frequency 

Distinguish Motor Subtypes of Parkinson's Disease 

CLOSING OF THE SYMPOSIUM 

16:30–16:32 Introduction of Professor Emeritus Dr. Toshiharu Nagatsu 

Dr. Johannes M. Dijkstra 

16:33–16:40 Closing Remarks 

Dr. Toshiharu Nagatsu 

16:40 MC Symposium Close 

IMPORTANT NOTE 

The venue must be restored to its original condition and vacated by 17:00. 

EVENING PROGRAM  |  FROM 17:00 

From 17:00 Transfer to Restaurant Canalia 

https://canalia.jp/ 
For those who would like to walk together, please meet at 16:50 in front of the entrance 

to Hall A (our venue room). 

 



 

Wa-On Koto & Shakuhachi Duo 
Koto player Rie Asai is joined by shakuhachi player Tozan Hirano. 

 

Etenraku:  a masterpiece of Japanese Gagaku court music with a tradition  

                 dating back more than 1,000 years 

Rokudan no Shirabe:  a celebrated work for koto composed approximately  

                                         400 years ago 

Sakura Sakura: one of Japan’s best-known traditional melodies 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rie Asai, Koto artist (photograph with permission;  https://rieasai.com/ ) 
 

“Wa-On” means the beautiful sounds and harmony of Japan. The koto and shakuhachi 

are traditional Japanese instruments. 
 

Rie Asai is an internationally active koto artist, composer, and producer. Her career 

includes appearances as a featured koto soloist at St. Stephen’s Cathedral in Vienna, the 

Vienna State Opera, and the Vatican. She has also appeared on NHK and has received the 

Minister of Foreign Affairs Award from JCI Japan. 
 

Having spent a year in Boston as a fellow of the Japan Foundation Center for Global 

Partnership, Ms. Asai developed lasting ties with the Harvard and greater Boston 

communities. She therefore warmly accepted the invitation to participate in this 

symposium to express her gratitude for those meaningful experiences and friendships. 

MUSIC PROGRAM 

https://rieasai.com/

